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FROM 1942 TO 1946



ROTC
COMMITMENT TO SERVICE

Sid's high school career ran through the later 
years and early post war years of WWII. (1942 - 
1946) ROTC was extremely popular in those days 
as every boy wanted to prepare himself and be 
supportive of the war effort. It was here Sid's 
natural leadership abilities were brought to the 
fore and where refined. By September of 1945 Sid 
had achieved the rank of Cadet Colonel, served 
as the Regimental Commander, was part of the 
Headquarters Company, and was the student 
body president.



Sid Williams 

Cadet Colonel 

Regimental Commander 

Headquarters  Company

Cadet Colonel Williams was 
also  consistently one of the 
top shooters on the rifle team.



SID WILLIAMS 
IN THE NEWS
ATLANTA JOURNAL & CONSTITUTION              
CIRCA 1946

Various news articles in which Sid Williams is 
mentioned in relation to his Tech High ROTC 
service.



“TECH HIGH OUT-
DRILLS RIVALS IN ROTC 
NIGHT COMPETITION” 
Captain Gary Kelly Commands Winning Company; 
Outstanding Cadets Received Medal as Year Ends  

Company “A”, Tech High School, won the annual 
close order drill competition between the crack 
drill companies of the Atlanta Public High School 
R.O.T.C Units at Ponce de Leon Park in Atlanta, 
Georgia on May 16, 1946. 

Cadet Colonel Sidney Williams, acting Brigade 
Commander, received the “Outstanding Service 
Medal” where he also qualified for one of the “Rifle 
Team Medals”.



“DRILL DAY - 
PRESENTATION OF THE 
PRETTY SPONSORS 
AFTER DRILL 
COMPETITION” 
Front Row: Miss Pat Hardage with Cadet Lt. 
Colonel Bill Farmer of Tech High School; Miss 
Dot White with Cadet Colonel John Sink of Boy’s 
High School. 

Back Row: Miss Kathleen North with Cadet 
Colonel Sidney Williams of Tech High School.



“SID WILLIAMS 
NAMED AS NEW 
CADET 
COLONEL; ALSO 
ELECTED 
PRESIDENT OF 
THE STUDENT 
BODY” 
Sid Williams, officially promoted to 
the rank of Cadet Colonel, is the 
acting Brigade Commander of the 
Fighting Smithy’s Regiment for Tech 
High School. 

Cadet Colonel Williams was also 
elected the president of Tech High 
School student body.



“Cadet Officers with PMS&T” 
Cadet Officers posing with retiring Colonel Clark, PSM&T of 

Atlanta R.O.T.C. Units. From right to left Cadet Major Bill 
Manuel, Cadet Major Deen Jones, 

Colonel George S. Clarke, Cadet Colonel Sidney E. Williams, 
and Cadet Lieutenant Colonel Bill Farmer.

“Colonel Clarke Retires from 
Active Service” 

Colonel George S. Clarke after serving three and one-half years 
(3-1/2) as the PSM&T of Atlanta R.O.T.C. units officially starts his 

terminal leave today, retiring form active military service.

“Pass in Review” 
A “Pass in Review”, a military regimental 

parade, was held in honor of retiring Colonel 
George S. Clark, PSM&T of Atlanta R.O.T.C. 
units. The reviewing staff included Colonel 

Clarke, Sgt. McCallister, Cadet Colonel Sidney 
E. Williams and his cadet staff.



“Fifteen Consecutive 
Honor Ratings at Stake 
in Federal Inspection 
April 29-30 (1946)” 
Tech High Regiment To Undergo Final 
Of War Department’s Annual 
Examinations 

Fifteen consecutive years of honor ratings, 
backed by years of toil and preparation by 
countless hundreds of cadets over the years, 
will be held in the balance when the Tech 
High ROTC Regiment undergoes the annual 
Federal Inspection April 29-30.

“Smithy ROTC Unit 
Undergoes Inspection” 
Tech High School (THS), the Fighting Smithy”, 
R.O.T.C unit undergoes two (2) days of rigid 
Federal Inspection. The R.O.T.C. unit was formed at 
THS in 1923 and has held a high spot in the 
nationwide ratings over the years.

As Cadet Colonel, serving as the Regimental 
Commander, and part of the Headquarters 
Company, Sid Williams led the Tech High ROTC 
Unit to another consecutive high Honor Rating in 
their final year.



“Cadet of the Week” 
Cadet Sidney E. Williams, during his tenure at THS, 

held the rank of private upon entry into THS’s R.O.T.C. 
program, the rank of Captain of “Company E”, the 
rank of Commander of “Company A”, where he led 
“Company A” in a victory over Boy’s High School in 

the G.I.A.A.’s drill competition, and finally the rank of 
Cadet Colonel of THS’s R.O.T.C. regiment. 

During his time in R.O.T.C. Cadet Williams received the 
“Neatest Solider”, the “Neatest Officer”, and the 

“Efficiency” & “Hearst Trophy” medals.

“Rifle Team Second In 
Three-Way Match” 

Tech High’s rifle team places second in a 
three-way match held with Boy’s, Fulton and 

Tech High Schools. Cadet Sid E. Williams 
was the high scorer for Tech High.



CADET COLONEL SID WILLIAMS 

ROTC UNIFORM



ATHLETICS
ATHLETIC LEADERSHIP

His days at Tech High School were where  
Williams' athletic career began in earnest. His 
natural athletic abilities made him a leader in 
both football and track. 

In football Sid spent time on both the offensive 
and defensive side of the ball as well being a 
team co-captain in 1945 and 1946. 

In track he excelled in the sprints, beating almost 
everyone in Georgia in head-to-head 
competition.

ATLANTA JOURNAL &  

ATLANTA CONSTITUTION 

TECH HIGH RAINBOW 

CIRCA 1945 & 1946

Various news articles in which Sid Williams is 
mentioned in relation to his Tech High athletic 
participation and achievements.



MCWHORTER, WILLIAMS 
SMITHIE COCAPTAINS



MCWHORTER, WILLIAMS 
SMITHIE COCAPTAINS 

Due to their outstanding performance and 
versatility in the 1944 season, Pierce McWhorter 

and Sid Williams are chosen as co-captains of the 
1945 Tech High School football team.



TECH HIGH & BOYS HIGH 
ONE BUILDING - TWO SCHOOLS 

TOP TWO HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL 
TEAMS IN ATLANTA

“Boys High and Tech High completely dominated The 
Constitution’s 1945 All-City football squad for Class A 
schools…” 

Sid Williams was named to the 1945 City Prep All-Star 
Squad at the Quarterback position. 

The Atlanta Constitution  - The Atlanta Journal Magazine



THE ATLANTA JOURNAL 
MAGAZINE 

Sid Williams and Pierce 
McWorther, the mainstays of 
Tech High School’s football 
team in a group photo in front 
of the gym at Boy’s High 

THE ATLANTA JOURNAL 
MAGAZINE 

Rivals on the football field yet 
cordial in the classroom, Sid 
Williams and Pierce 
McWorther, the mainstays of 
Tech High School’s football 
team, take photos while 
taking classes with Ewell Pope 
and Jack Griffin at Boy’s High.



“PURPLES, SMITHIES DOMINATE ALL-CITY” 
Within “Division A”, Quarter-back Sid Williams was 1 of 3 players selected to the All-GIAA. Sid was also 1 of 4 repeaters who 
became an All-Star defensive end, playing half the year as blocking back. In recognition of his talent, Sid was placed on the 

1945 City Prep All-Star squad.



“TECH HI VS. BOY’S HIGH” 
Promoted as the “Night of the big fireworks”, the game ended in a 13 to 13 tie score between 

Tech High and Boy’s High. It was the first tie game the Atlanta Schools played in 34 years.



SPORTS REVIEW 
GUEST COLUMN, BY GENE ASHER 

“The Smithies beat the (Lanier) Poets to the punch 
throughout the first half as Mc’s passing to ends Joe 

Fox and (Sid) Williams were unstoppable…”



TECH HIGH VS MIAMI HIGH 
TECH HIGH SMITHIES TO PLAY 

MIAMI STINGAREES

The Tech High Smithies traveled to Miami, Florida to 
take on one of the top high school football teams in the 
state of Florida, the Miami High School Stingarees. 

After a hard fought game in front of 18,000 hometown 
fans in the Orange Bowl, the Smithies came out 
victorious with a 6-0 win. 

“…it was Sid Williams who, in one sense, saved the 
ballgame. Alan Tyson took off on a 50 yard jaunt in the 
third period and was in the clear. Williams got up off 
the ground to overtake him from behind, dropping him 
nicely at the Smithie 35.” 



“TECH HIGH OFF TODAY 
FOR MIAMI” 

“Tech High’s Village Smithies, embracing a party of 
43, will entrain at 12:10 p.m. today for Miami where 

they will close the season Friday night in the Orange 
Bowl against unbeaten but tied Miami High.”

“SMITHIES TO PLAY IN 
MIAMI FRIDAY” 

“Coach Sid Scarborough, coaching for the first year 
since 1940, when he went into the Army, will send 

his once-beaten Village Smithies of Tech High 
against unbeaten but once tied Miami High in the 

final high school game of the season at 8 p.m. Friday 
in Miami’s Burdine Stadium, alias the Orange Bowl.”



“SMITHIES SET FOR 
MIAMI TILT” 

“Football followers here in Jacksonville 
seem to be pretty well up on the strength 
of Miami. The Stingers tied Robert E. Lee, 
one of the town’s pets,  several weeks ago 
and rabid rooters haven’’t forgotten that 

feat.” 

“But whatever the situation, Tech High, 
primed to its highest pitch this year, 

refuses to worry about it.”

“MIAMI RATES EDGE OVER 
SMITHIE TEAM” 

“… most quarters have impressed the Smithies with the 
potency of the Miami club. Some even go so far as offering the 

Smithies and 30 points.”



“WE PLAYED BEST GAME OF YEAR - 
SCARBOROUGH” 

“Smithie Coach Says Good Line Play Factor in 6-0 Victory Over 
Miami” 

“I have never seen two team fight so hard to win.” Scarborough 
pointed out. “If we hadn’t played our best game of the season we 
would have surely been beaten.” 

“…it was Sid Williams who, in one sense, saved the ballgame. Alan 
Tyson took off on a 50 yard jaunt in the third period and was in the 
clear. Williams got up off the ground to overtake him from behind, 
dropping him nicely at the Smithie 35.”



“SMITHY SPEEDSTER - Pictured is Bobby North, Speedy 
Smithy tailback who, in 3 games, leads all players in the GIAA 
in high scoring honors.” 

Sid Williams teammate, Bobby North, continued his football 
career as a stand out player at Georgia Tech and went on to 
play in the NFL for the Philadelphia Eagles (1951) and the Green 
Bay Packers (1952).

“…three of the chief reasons why Tech High’s Fighting Smithies 
are undefeated on the gridiron. From left to right: Pierce 
McWhorter, Sid Williams (blocking Bobby North) and North 
going after a pass.”



HIGHLIGHTS IN THE 
SCHOOL OF SPORTS 

BY GENE ASHER 
“”Fierce Pierce’ McWhorter and Colonel Sid Williams, 
co-captains of the ’45 Smithy eleven were recently 
elected co-captains of next years grid team.” 

“Williams was named on the All-City team and the All 
GIAA first eleven. For being one of the mainstays of 
the Smithy line, and one of the fastest gridsters in the 
backfield, Sid was recognized as being the most 
versatile player on the squad.



SID WILLIAMS EXCELS AT 
MANY THINGS

Various news articles in which Sid Williams 
is mentioned in relation to his Tech High 
student participation and athletic 
achievements.



 Sid Williams, Star Student Athlete At Tech High School, Wins 
Many Honors 

▪ Elected twice as co-captain of the Tech High football team (1945 & 1946) 
▪ President of the Tech High student body 
▪ Track Star in the 100 and 200-yard dash and team high point leader 
▪ Chosen school Most Handsome 
▪ Chosen to the Coaches' 1944 All-GIAA team 
▪ Promoted to cadet colonel, the highest-ranking office at Tech High school 
ROTC unit 
▪ Medals earned doing William’s ROTC tenure: 
	 o Neatest private 
	 o Neatest officer 
	 o Military merit medal 
	 o Hearst Trophy Medal 
▪ Winner of the competitive drill team competition between Boys High and 
Tech High 
▪ Member of the Officers Club, the High-Y Club, Engineers Club, Beta Club, 
and President of Student Council, 
▪ Eagle Scout in the Boy Scouts of America



“BOB NORTH SCORES 
TWICE AS SMITHIES 
TRAMPLE LEE, 13-0” 

“Tech High’s undefeated and unscored on eleven 
romped to victory of a powerful Robert E. Lee 
eleven of Jacksonville, Florida last Friday night, 
13-0. Sid Williams proved his worth as a blocking 
back as he paved the way for the Smithy backfield 
men.” 

“Sid Williams, ace blocking back, showed some 
great blocking throughout the game.”



SID WILLIAMS 
AND THE 

SMITHIES IN 
THE NEWS

Various news articles documenting the incredible Tech High Smithies during their 1945 and 1946 seasons and Sid Williams 
contributions to those games.



“TECH HIGH 
AND MARIST 

HEAD 
PREPCARD 
TONIGHT” 

“… Sid Williams, at blocking 
back, and Joe Parks, at the wing, 

will round out the Smithie 
starting backfield.”

“SMITHIES FACE 
MARIST 

TONIGHT” 
“There likely will be several college 
scouts on hand to see the highly 

touted Smithy backfield consisting 
of Cocaptain Sid Williams, last 

years all G.I.A.A. end, as blocking 
back, ….”



“ALL-IOWA FULLBACK JOINS MARIST; 
TECH HIGH LOSES LEDBETTER” 

“Marist College, opening the season against Tech High Thursday night at Ponce 
De Leon Park, will have a former All-Iowa high school fullback in its lineup at one 
tackle position - 209-pound Dean Hawkins, whose family recently moved here.” 

“Coach Sid Scarborough plans to use Sid Williams, All-G.I.A.A. end last year and 
again co-captain with All-Southern Fullback Pierce McWhorter, exclusively at 
blocking back this season.”



 TECH HIGH RUNS OVER MARIST 
ELEVEN, 33-0 

The Eighth Streeters scored a touchdown six plays after the game started, and 
went on to rack up at least one six pointer in every quarter with Bobby North, 

Joe Wilson, Pierce McWhorter, Lawton Grant, Sid Williams, Ted Campbell, 
Jack Slover, and one or two others all running the ball well.” 

“The last score came late in the game when Sid Williams intercepted one of 
Bob Sansbury’s aerials and romped 20 yards to pay dirt.” 

SMITHIES SUBDUE PLUCKY MARIST IN 
OPENER 33-0 

“With only a short period remaining in the game, Williams intercepted a pass 
and raced 20 yards for the score.”



“SMITHIES NIP 
JACKETS, 6-0” 
“Bill Otwell, Tech High tackle, 
blocked a punt which slipped 
off the soggy toe of Mooney 

late in the first period and Sid 
Williams scored standing up 
after picking up the elusive 

ball on the Savannah one-yard 
line.” 

1945

“SMITHY ELEVEN 
DEFEATS 

SAVANNAH 
“GEECHIES”, 6-0” 
“…Moony, sub back for Savannah, 
attempted to kick out of danger, 

but “Wild Bill” Otwell, Smithy 
Tackle, came charging through the 
line to block the kick, and then Sid 

Williams, THS end, scooped the 
ball up, and stepped over for the 

touchdown.” 

“Sid Williams, Bill Otwell, and 
Robert Greer were standouts of the 

rugged Tech High line, …” 

1945



“SMITHY 
ELEVEN 

DEFEATS 
SAVANNAH 

“GEECHIES”, 
15-7, IN 

SAVANNAH”

“WILDCATS SEEK REVENGE FOR 1944 LOSS” 
“He (Pierce McWhoter) has a trio of capable companions in Joe Parks, Bobby North, and 

Sid Williams.”



“SMITHIES 
LOSE SID 

WILLIAMS 
FOR 

RICHMOND
” 

“ Tech High, 
undefeated and untied 
this season, goes into 

battle Friday night 
against Richmond 

Academy of Augusta 
without the services of 

its first string 
quarterback,Sid 

Williams. 
Williams played a fine 
game in Jacksonville 

last week but came out 
of the fray with a bad 

right knee.”

“ ”Big Bob” Greer…has been 
shifted to blocking back to 
fillthe gaping vacancy left 

by the injury of Sid Williams, 
another All GIAA player.”



“SID WILLIAMS LOST FOR 
SEASON” 

Fighting back from a knee injury, Sid was able to take to 
the field against Richmond. Unfortunately… 

“Sid Williams, ace blocking back of the Tech High gridsters, 
broke a wrist during the second quarter of the Tech High - 

Richmond game last Friday in Augusta.”

“UNDEFEATE
D SMITHIES 

TRAMPLE 
RICHMOND, 

28-0” 
“Early in the game Sid 
Williams intercepted a 

pass at the Richmond 35 
and raced to the 22.”



“POWERFUL SMITHIES THUMP HAPLESS 
CHARLOTTE, 27-0” 

While Sid may not have been mentioned in this particular news article, he was there 
to help his Smithies on to victory.



SID WILLIAMS 
AND THE 

SMITHIES IN 
THE NEWS

Various news articles documenting the incredible Tech High Smithies during their 1945 and 1946 seasons and Sid Williams 
contributions to those games.



“BHS-THS COACHES LAUD 
RAY, UPCHURCH, PATTON” 

This article recaps highlights of the Boys High - 
Tech High football game that was played to a 

13-13 tie. 
“(Boys High coach) Doyal singled out Patton, 
McWhorter, Couch and Williams as the Tech 

High standouts.”

“FIGHTIN’ SMITHY ELEVEN 
BATTLES MALE TO 

SCORELESS DEADLOCK” 

A powerful Male High Team traveled 
downtown to Atlanta to play Tech High to a 

scoreless tie in Ponce Del Leon Park.



“SMITHIES 
TRAMPLE 

LANIER 
ELEVEN, 
59-0, IN 

MACON” 

This article recaps 
highlights of the Tech 

High Lanier Poets 
football game in which 
the Smithies trounced 

the opposing team 
59-0. 

“SMITHIES IN 
SHAPE FOR 

LANIER 
TONIGHT” 

With Lanier at #2 in the 
GIAA standings and 
Tech High at #4, a 
capacity crowd is 

expected to show up as 
the Tech High Smithies 
battle the Lanier Poets. 
Tech High coach Sid 

Scarbrough was 
looking “for a high 

scoring game.”



“BOB NORTH SCORES TWICE AS SMITHIES TRAMPLE LEE, 13-0” 

“North, McWhorter and Sid Williams, who showed some great blocking, were standouts in the Smithy backfield,…”

“SMITHIES CAME BACK TO 
WIN FOR COGBURN” 

“Coach Sid Scarborough, his voice slightly shaking 
with emotion, told the team that Ben Cogburn, "the 
best blocking back the Smithies ever had," lost his 
life in action against the Japs recently.” A reminder 
that the U.S. was still at war with Japan when this 

game was played. The coach went on to encourage 
his team to dedicate this game to their fallen hero, 

and his speech inspired them to victory. 

“Sid Williams, first-string quarterback of the Tech 
High Smithies, was the only man to receive a serious 

injury in the Robert E. Lee game. Williams has his 
right knee pretty well banged-up but Coach Sid 
Scarborough feels that he will be ready for the 

Richmond game.”



“UNDEFEATED SMITHIES MEET 
NEWPORT TONIGHT” 

This article covers the upcoming football game against Newport High 
School of Newport, Kentucky.

“THIRD FOOTBALL DANCE HONORS 
NEWPORT TONIGHT” 

Tech High hosts Newport High School of Kentucky in a football game at 
Ponce De Leon Park. The dances are held to honor teams that come to 
play from out of state will help raise funds to send the Tech High bands 

with the team when they play out of state games as well.



“TECH HIGH TRAMPLES NEWPORT ELEVEN, 42-0” 
This article covers the highlights of the football game against Newport High School of Newport, Kentucky.

“TECH HIGH TROUNCES NEWPORT, 42-0, AS 
RESERVES SHOW POWER” 

“Bobby North scored the second touchdown by skirting around right end for 22 yards 
behind perfect blocking from Sid Williams, Marion Skinner and Pierce McWhorter. 

Williams took the end out by giving him a jolting body block;…” 
“North, McWhorter and Williams played their usually good game in the short time they 

were playing.”



“THS DEFEATS LANDON, 26-0, TO CLOSE ’46 
FOOTBALL SEASON” 

This article covers the highlights of the football game against the Landon Lions in 
Jacksonville, Florida.

Atlanta Journal Photo - “Tech High’d ’46 backfield rated one of the best in the South.” 
Sid Williams is number 49 in the photo.



Tech High Rainbow Photo - 
Sid williams team members 

to be honored by the 
Touchdown Club

“SMITHIES WIN, 26 TO 0, 
FOR UNBEATEN SEASON” 

This article covers the highlights of the football game 
against the Landon Lions in Jacksonville, Florida. This 
was their final game of the season before the Peanut 

Bowl.



FROM THE TECH HIGH RAINBOW 
SPORTS DESK

SMITHY ATHLETES TO 
GRADUATE 

“Sid Williams, co-captain and blocking back on the ’46 
squad, is another outstanding football player to leave 
the “School of Champions” at the graduation. Sid is 
known to be one of the greatest blockers in the South. 
Williams was named on the All-GIAA team in 1945 at 
the end position, although he played part of the 
season at quarterback. Sid was out with a broken wrist 
over half of the ’46 season but was back to prove that 
he was in top condition when the Smithies defeated 
the Purples of Boys High, 13-6. He has recently signed 
to perform for the Georgia Tech Yellow Jackets. Sid is 
probably the fastest man in the state in the 100-yard 
dash.



AS I SEE IT 
“The whole team has played well, but 
special recognition should go to Pierce 
McWhorter, Sid Williams, Bobby North, 
Bob Greer, Bill Otwell, and Lamar 
Carson.”

FROM THE TECH HIGH RAINBOW 
SPORTS DESK

AS I SEE IT 
“Sid Williams, who did a magnificent 
job of blocking despite his handicap, 
and Ted Campbell, who came through 
with flying colors when needed, should 
be congratulated for turning in sterling 
exhibitions.”



SIX SMITHIES ON 
ALL-CITY 

“After sports writers of the Atlanta 
Journal had picked their All-City team 
for the 1946 football season it was 
found the six Tech High gridsters were 
placed on the first team. Bob Greer, Sid 
Williams, Bobby North, and Pierce 
McWhorter were of unanimous choice.”

FROM THE TECH HIGH RAINBOW 
SPORTS DESK

SMITHIES CLOSE 
’46 GRID SEASON 

“Sparked by Bobby North, Pierce 
McWhorter, Sid Williams, and Ted 
Campbell, the Smithies have one of the 
best backfields in the history of prep 
football. … Sid Williams is know to be 
one of the best blockers ever to play 
for a Tech High grid team. ”



SID WILLIAMS 
AND THE 

SMITHIES IN 
THE NEWS

Various news articles documenting the incredible Tech High Smithies during their 1945 and 1946 seasons and Sid Williams 
contributions to those games.



“WILLIAMS 
STARS AT TWO 

POSTS” 

Sid Williams, Tech High 
School football team co-
captain and one of the 
State of Georgia’s fastest 
track stars in the 100-yard 
dash, was asked by THS 
coach Sid Scarborough 
to once again play the 
position of blocking 
black. 

Characteristic of 
Williams, when asked to 
play quarterback in the 
G.I.A.A. High School 
Football championship 
games, he did. When 
asked to play in the 
position of defensive 
blocking back, he did. No 
matter the role, Williams 
always stood up to the 
challenge placed before 
him.

“TECH HIGH 
HANDS SID 
WILLIAMS 

FRESH 
LAURELS” 

Sid Williams, winner of the Who’s Who 
contest at Tech High School, was 
selected as “…the best all around, most 
representative senior, most military, 
and best looking titles.” 

During his tenure at Tech High, 
Williams has collected the: 
1. Neatest Private medal 
2. Neatest Non-commissioned Officer 
medal, junior year 
3. Neatest Commissioned Officer 
medal, senior year 
4. Hurst Trophy and Efficiency medal 
5. Rife Team medals 

Williams school activities at Tech 
High included: 
1. Co-captain of football team 
2. President of the student body 
3. Cadet Colonel in military program 
4. Membership in the Beta Club, the 
Hi- 
Y organization, the Office’s Club, the 
Engineer’s Club 
5. Captain of the Rife Team 
6. Track and Field team member, one 
of the fastest men in the state



“WILLIAMS
, NORTH 

HEAD TECH 
HIGH 

GRADUATI
NG CLASS” 

“Sid Williams and 
Bobby North, both 
football stars, were 

elected president s of 
the February and June 

graduation classes, 
respectively, at that 

groups first meeting of 
the year, held October 

15.”

“SMITHIES 
SUBDUE 
PLUCKY 

MARIST IN 
OPENER, 

33-0” 
“…the devastating play of 
Sid Williams couldn’t be 
overlooked. 

Blocking, along with 
signal calling, was his 
chief task, and the 
Smithy Co-Captain and 
field general performed 
same with the ease of a 
truly great athlete. His 
ferocious blocks paved 
the way for Smithy ball 
carriers all night long. 
The all state gridster 
never stopped until the 
final whistle was blown.”Sid Williams and other 1946 Tech High School Backfield football 

players.



SID WILLIAMS 
AND THE 

SMITHIES IN 
THE NEWS

Various news articles documenting the incredible Tech High Smithies during their 1945 and 1946 seasons and Sid Williams 
contributions to those games.



“…the devastating play of Sid 
Williams couldn’t be overlooked. 

Blocking, along with signal 
calling, was his chief task, and 
the Smithy Co-Captain and field 
general performed same with 
the ease of a truly great athlete. 
His ferocious blocks paved the 
way for Smithy ball carriers all 
night long. The all state gridster 
never stopped until the final 
whistle was blown.”

Sid Williams and other 1946 Tech High School Backfield 
football players.

“UNDEFEATED 
SMITHIES 
TRAMPLE 

RICHMOND, 28-0” 



“FIGHTIN’ SMITHY ELEVEN BATTLES 
MALE TO SCORELESS DEADLOCK” 

“A crippled Tech High eleven battled a powerful squad from Male High of 
Louisville, Kentucky, to a 0-0 tie … 
First on the injured list we find Sid Williams, ace blocking back, with a broken 
wrist who will probably be lost for the remainder of the season.”

Sid Williams, was chosen to make the senior oration of the February senior 
class. Included among his many achievements are being on the All-GIAA 
team in football, co-captain on the track team, earning the rank of Cadet 
Colonel, being a top shot on the rifle team, and Beta Club and NASS 
member.

“BRISENDINE, 
WILLIAMS TO 
SPEAK AT THS 

FEBRUARY 
GRADUATION”



SID WILLIAMS 
AND THE 

SMITHIES IN 
THE NEWS

Various news articles documenting the incredible Tech High Smithies during their 1945 and 1946 seasons and Sid Williams 
contributions to those games.



Boys High Drives Across The Tech High End Zone.

“SMITHIES, 
PURPLES 

DEADLOCK, 13-13” 
The Tech High and Boys High 

series started in 1912 and ended 
with the restructuring of the City 
of Atlanta school system after the 

1946 game. Tech High won the 
most games (18 to Boys’ High’s 

15), including the finale played at 
Georgia Tech’s Grant Field before 
one of the year’s biggest crowds, 
23,000. There was one tie in the 

entire series, 13-13, in 1945.



“TECH HIGH BATTLES BOYS’ HIGH TONIGHT IN 34TH 
GRID CLASSIC BETWEEN RIVALS” 

“In the thirty-fourth annual game  between these rivals, in an unbroken series which dates back to 1913, Tech 
High finds herself the favorite. In the position to gain delectable revenge by beating the Purples in a regular 
season game for the first time since 1938, she can simultaneously wrest the GIAA championship from her 
heated rivals.”

“ATTENDANCE RECORD 
SEEN FOR PURPLE-

SMITHIE TILT” 
“A new attendance record for prep football in 
Atlanta is expected to be set tonight when an 
expected 20 - 25 thousand fans jam into 
Ponce De Leon Park to watch Tech High wind 
up its regular season against the Purple 
Hurricane of Boys’ High.” 



“TWO 
SMITHIES TO 

PLAY WITH 
ARMS IN 

CAST” 

“Co-Captain Sid Williams 
suffered a bad break of 

the right wrist in the 
Richmond game Oct. 4, 

and has not played since. 
But he will be at his old 

blocking back post Friday 
night. He had a special 
cast put on the ailing 
member yesterday. 

Williams says, “I decided 
to stay at Tech High until I 

played on a team that 
beat Boys High, and I’m 

not going to miss my 
chance now.”

“BOYS’ HIGH 
DEPENDING 
ON STRONG 

LINE TO STOP 
TECH HIGH’S 

ARRAY OF 
BACKS ” 

“Tech High will be favored to 
upset the Shorty Doyal jinx. 
The Smithies are rated the 

eighth best team in the 
South. They have a powerful 
backfield led by Bobby North 
and Pierce McWhorter - not 
even injuries to Sid Williams 
and Joe Wilson can take that 

away from them.” 



“SMITHY TRAINER AND 
MANAGER” 

The Tech High Football Team Trainer and Manager 
proved to be an essential part of the team.

“SID WILLIAMS, 
OF THS, HAILED 
FOR BLOCKING” 
“Sid Williams proved Friday 
night that if he were half as 
good as he is, he still would 
be the best blocking back in 
the state.” 

Since his performance was 
so strong even though Sid 
had missed several games 
due to injury, Coach 
Scarborough was asked if 
Sid was as “as good as he’d 
ever been”. 
““No, only half as good,” 
grinned Scarborough. “He 
was knocking them down 
but he couldn’t follow 
through with his blocks. He 
used to knock ‘em ten yards. 
Friday night he knocked ‘em 
only five.””



“SMITHIES SMASH PURPLES 
13-6; CINCH STATE TITLE” 

“In winning her first GIAA Championship since 1937, 
Tech High also took her first regular season game from 
the Purples in 1938.” 

While Sid Williams was not mentioned in this article, he 
was very proud to be part of this Smithy victory.



“26,000 
MOAN, PUSH 
AT PREP GRID 

CLASSIC” 
The 1946 Tech High vs Boys 
High football became such a 
major event in Atlanta that 
he Ponce de Leon Park 
stadium proved to be to 
small for the over 21,000 in 
attendance with over 5,000 
turned away at the entrance. 

“Fans lined the field, were on 
top of the grandstand and a 
dozen kids actually swung 
from the grandstand rafters. 
Considerably over 200 sat 
perched atop the billboards 
in right field and dozens 
were in the colored baseball 
stands, fully 60 yards away 
from the gridiron.”



NEWS ARTICLES PRAISING THE 
GREATEST, AND FINAL, TECH HIGH 

FOOTBALL TEAM 
1946 ended up being the final year for Tech High’s existence. In 1947 
the school system was reorganized and Tech High ceased to be. 
However, the 1946 Tech High Smithies football team went out in a 
blaze of glory proving on the field, and off, that they were the 
greatest football team in the schools history.



SID WILLIAMS 
AND THE 

SMITHIES IN 
THE NEWS
“113 SENIORS 
EXPECTED TO 

GRADUATE IN MID-
YEAR EXERCISES 
TO BE HELD JAN. 

28” 
“Sid Williams, co-captain and 
blocking back on the ’46 squad, is 
another outstanding football player 
to leave the "School of Champions' 
at the graduation. Sid is known to 
be one of the greatest blockers in 
the South. Williams was named on 
the All-GIAA team in 1945 at end 
position, although he played part of 
the season at quarterback. Sid was 
out with a broken wrist over half the 
'46 season but was back to prove 
that he was in top condition when 
the Smithies defeated the Purples 
of Boys" High, 13-6. He has recently 
signed to perform for the Georgia 
Tech Yellow Jackets. Sid is probably 
the fastest man in the state on the 
100-yard dash.” 

“SMITHIE OFFENSIVE DEPARTMENT” 
Sid Williams, number 49 above, is shown here with Coach Sid Scarborough and team mates as they 
prepare for the big New Years Day Peanut Bowl in Columbus, Georgia. 



SID WILLIAMS 
AND THE 

SMITHIES IN 
THE NEWS

Various news articles documenting the incredible Tech High Smithies during their 1945 and 1946 seasons and Sid Williams 
contributions to those games.



“AS I SEE IT” 

In the season 
opener - “The entire 
team displayed 
plenty of power 
considering it was 
their initial fray, and 
the devastating 
play of Sid Williams 
couldn't be 
overlooked. 

Blocking, along 
with signal calling, 
was his chief task, 
and the Smithy Co-
Captain and field 
general performed 
same with the ease 
of a truly great 
athlete. His 
ferocious blocks 
paved the way for 
Smithy ball carriers 
all night long. The 
all state gridster 
never stopped until 
the final whistle 
was blown.”

“THS DEFEATS 
LANDON, 26-0, 

TO CLOSE ’46 
FOOTBALL 
SEASON ” 

“Sparked by Bobby 
North, Pierce 
McWhorter, Sid 
Williams, and Ted 
Campbell, the 
Smithies have one of 
the best back fields in 
the his tory of prep 
football.” 

“Sid Williams is known 
to be one of the best 
blockers ever to play 
for a Tech High grid 
team. 

Although he has been 
out with a broken 
wrist, he proved his 
worth as he played an 
outstanding game 
against the Boys High 
Purples, Newport 
High, and Landon High 
while wearing a 
special cast to protect 
his injury.”



SID WILLIAMS 
AND THE 

SMITHIES IN 
THE NEWS

Various news articles documenting the incredible Tech High Smithies during their 1945 and 1946 seasons and Sid Williams 
contributions to those games.



“ANNUAL PEANUT BOWL GRID CLASSIC LAUNCHED TODAY” 
“…eyes of sports fans trained on Memorial Stadium (Columbus, Georgia) and the intersectional football battle between Tech High of 
Atlanta and Benton High of St. Joseph, Mo. 
Photo From The Atlanta Constitution - “Standing (left to right), End Sid Williams, End Jim Hale, Halfback Mack Couch, Fullback Pierce 
McWhorter. Center Bob (Lefty) Mitchell..”



Photo From The Atlanta Constitution - “Standing (left to right), End Sid Williams, End 
Jim Hale, Halfback Mack Couch, Fullback Pierce McWhorter. Center Bob (Lefty) 
Mitchell..”

“23,000 TO WATCH ST. JOE, 
SMITHIES IN PEANUT BOWL” 

This Atlanta Constitution  news article speaks of a banquet held at the 
end of the regular season, before the Championship and Peanut Bowl 
games, given by Coli Whitaker, an Atlanta oil dealer, to honor the 
unbeaten Smithies. Sid Williams is listed among the speakers.



Unknown Source - Newspaper clipping of the announcing Tech Highs last football 
game, by possibly the best team in Smithie history, at the Peanut Bowl.

“‘SMITHIES IN FOR BATTLE WITH UNDEFEATED 
BENTON” 

A review of the two teams that will battle each other in the upcoming Peanut Bowl.

“‘IT’S GEORGIA VS. MISSOURI’ IN 
ANNUAL PEANUT BOWL GAME” 

Newspaper announcement of the teams that will play 
each other in the 1946 Peanut Bowl - Tech High of Atlanta 
and Benton High of Missouri.



“‘SMITHIES 
ACCEPT BIDS TO 
SHRINE, PEANUT 

BOWL” 
“Having completed a very 
successful football season, Tech 
High's Georgia State Champions 
have accepted bids to play in the 
Shrine Bowl and the Peanut Bowl. 
The Shrine Bowl will be played in 
Miami and the Peanut Bowl in 
Columbus.”

“The Atlantians' Sid Williams, all-state blocking back, and Joe Wilson hard-driving wingback, have fully 
recovered from broken arms that sidelined them late in the regular campaign.”

“TECH HIGH 
BATTLES 

MISSOURI 
CHAMPIONS



“THS DOWNS BENTON TO WIN PEANUT BOWL, 
34-0” 

In the 3rd quarter “McWhorter 7-0 threw a shovel pass to Sid Williams 
for the score on the last play of the quarter, with Williams smashing his 
way nine yards to the double stripes.” for the final score of the game.

“BOBBY NORTH AMASSES 160 YARDS AS 
TECH HIGH BLASTS BENTON” 

“McWhorter threw a long shovel pass to Sid 
Williams for the final score on the third quarter's 
last play. Williams smashed his way nine yards. 

North converted.”



“HONORED ON THE BANQUET CIRCUIT” 

Atlanta Journal Photo - The THS football team is honored at the 
annual Smithy Banquet where the Peanut Bowl trophy is displayed 
and Sid Williams (second from right, back row) is presented the 
Ben Cogburn trophy for being the best blocker.

“PEANUT BOWL CUP” 

Atlanta Journal Photo - Presentation of the 
Peanut Bowl trophy. Sid Williams is second 

from left in photo.



SID WILLIAMS 
AND THE 

SMITHIES IN 
THE NEWS

Various news articles documenting the incredible Tech High Smithies during their 1945 and 1946 seasons and Sid Williams 
contributions to those games.



“THS DOWNS BENTON TO WIN PEANUT BOWL, 34-0” 
Sid scores the last touchdown of the game in the 3rd quarter. “McWhorter threw a shovel pass to Sid 

Williams for the score on the last play of the quarter, with Williams smashing his way nine yards to the 
double stripes.

“SMITHIES SUBDUE PLUCKY MARIST IN OPENER, 33-0” 

”With only a short period remaining in the game, Williams intercepted a pass and 
raced 20 yards for the score.”

TECH HIGH OPENS AND CLOSES 
THEIR UNDEFEATED 1946 SEASON 

WITH BIG SHUT OUT WINS



AP Photo - The THS Smithies defeated Benton High School of St. Joseph, Mo., 34-0, in the first annual Peanut Bowl in Columbus, GA. 
Sid Williams appears second from left in this photo.



SID WILLIAMS 
AND THE 

SMITHIES IN 
THE NEWS

Various news articles documenting the incredible Tech High Smithies during their 1945 and 1946 seasons and Sid Williams 
contributions to those games.



“SMITHIE 
TEAM FETED 

HERE” 
This Atlanta Constitution  
news article speaks of a 
banquet held at the end of 
the regular season, before 
the Championship and 
Peanut Bowl games, given 
by Coli Whitaker, an Atlanta 
oil dealer, to honor the 
unbeaten Smithies. Sid 
Williams is listed among the 
speakers.

Photo From The Atlanta Constitution - “Standing (left to right), 
End Sid Williams, End Jim Hale, Halfback Mack Couch, Fullback 
Pierce McWhorter. Center Bob (Lefty) Mitchell..”



“TECH HIGH FOOTBALL TEAM TO BE 
FETED AT LAVISH BANQUET JAN. 13” 

The Tech High alumni association presented a lavish banquet to honor 
the 1946 Southern Champions in the ballroom of the Georgian Terrace 
hotel. Honored guests included Bobby Dodd of Georgia Tech, Wally 
Butts of the University of Georgia, and Atlanta Mayor William Hartsfield.

“ALUMNI ASSOCIATION ENTERTAINS 300 
AT THS FOOTBALL BANQUET ” 

“Sid Williams, Tech High's outstanding quarterback, was awarded the Ben 
Cogburn Trophy as the football team's best blocker in 1946. Presentation was 
made by Mr. J. C. Cogburn, father of the late Ben Cogburn, generally regarded 
as the best blocking back ever to play for the Smithies, and in whose honor the 
cup is given.”



“TECH HIGH 
ELEVEN 

RANKED WITH 
BEST” 

In this article covering 
more of the Tech High 
football banquet, Sid 
Williams is listed among 
the lettermen who 
received “Gold footballs 
inscribed “Southern 
champions” “

This snippet of an 
article from an 

unknown source 
lists Sid Williams 

as one of the 
“Players winning 

both sweaters and 
letters…”

“300 HONOR 
TECH HIGH’S 

CHAMPS 
HERE” 

Another article 
covering Tech High 
football teams 
championship season. 

“Co-Captain Sid 
Williams presented a 
special trophy from 
the boys to (Coach) 
Scarborough,” 

“Mr. and Mrs. J. C. 
Cogburn made the 
annual award of the 
Cogburn Memorial 
Blocking Trophy to Sid 
Williams, selected by 
his coaches as the 
best blocker on the 
1946 team.”



“WILLIAMS AWARDED BEN COGBURN 
TROPHY” 

The Tech High Alumni Association Banquet - “Sid Williams, Tech High's 
outstanding quarterback, was awarded the Ben Cogburn Trophy as the 
football team's best blocker in 1946. Presentation was made by Mr. J. C. 
Cogburn, father of the late Ben Cogburn, generally regarded as the best 
blocking back ever to play for the Smithies, and in whose honor the cup 

is given. 

Photo From The Atlanta Journal - “Miss Ira Jarrell, superintendent of 
Atlanta schools (center, seated) congratulates Co-captain Sid Williams, of 
Tech High (right, standing) for helping to lead the Smithies to one of their 
most successful football seasons.”



The Atlanta Constitution photo - “SMITHIES FETED AT 
BANQUET - Over three hundred alumni and members of 
the Tech High GIAA, Peanut Bowl, and Southern 
Championship team were feted at the Grand Ball Room of 
the Georgian Terrace Hotel.“

THE PEANUT 
BOWL 

CHAMPIONSHIP 
TROPHY

This photo from an unknown 
source details  the success of the 
Tech High School football coach 

Sid Scarborough.



SID WILLIAMS 
AND THE 

SMITHIES IN 
THE NEWS

Various news articles documenting the incredible Tech High Smithies during their 1945 and 1946 seasons and Sid Williams 
contributions to those games.



“WILLIAMS COMPLETES 
TECH’S ‘GRAND SLAM’ ” 

The Atlanta Journal - Sid Williams joins fellow 
teammate Bobby North and signs a 
scholarship deal with Georgia Tech to play 
football for the Yellow Jackets.

“4 SMITHY STARS 
RECEIVE BIDS FROM 7 

SCHOOLS” 
Pierce McWhorter, Bobby North, Bob Greer, 
and Sid Williams all receive scholarship offers 
from 7 schools. This article discusses how 
those schools might use Sid Williams in their 
programs.



SID WILLIAMS 
AND THE 

SMITHIES IN 
THE NEWS

Various news articles documenting the incredible Tech High Smithies during their 1945 and 1946 seasons and Sid Williams 
contributions to those games.



“WILLIAMS 
COMPLETES 

TECH’S 
‘GRAND 
SLAM’ ” 

Sid Williams signs a scholarship 
deal to play football with the 
Georgia Tech Yellow Jackets.

“…Georgia Tech now has all but 
one of the Journal's All-Greater 
Atlanta backfield.

This came about when Sid 
Williams, star blocking back on 
the Tech High Championship 
eleven, signed with the Yellow 
Jackets.” - The Atlanta Journal

Photo From The Atlanta Journal - Sid Williams 
teammate and friend Bobby North signs up to play 
football with Georgia Tech.



“NORTH 
GAINS 780 

YARDS” 
This article, largely about 

Bobby North who went on 
to play pro football, wraps 

up with Sid Williams 
performance on the field 

“Sid Williams, Tech High 
quarterback, proved that a 

little thing like a broken 
wrist couldn't stop him. The 

Smithy blocking was the 
hardest seen here in a long 
time and Williams was the 

key man.”

Photo From Unknown Source - 
The Undefeated Smithy Eleven 
Championship Team



“SMITHIE 
RESERVE 
GAINS 50 

YARDS 
AGAINST 
PURPLE” 

“Sid (Scarborough) no 
doubt has been 

wondering who will 
replace his stellar backs-
Bob-by North, Pierce Me 
Whorter, Joe Wilson and 

Sid Williams in next 
year's backfield.”



The Atlanta Journal - Sids friend and 
teammate, Pierce McWhorter, went on to play 
professional baseball with the Atlanta 
Crackers.



Sid Williams Tech High football practice jerseys and Letter.



SID WILLIAMS 
AND THE 

SMITHIES IN 
THE NEWS

Various news articles documenting the incredible Tech High Smithies Track Team and Sid Williams contributions to those events.



This article does not mention Sid by name but it does 
present highlights of Tech High’s 13-6 victory over 

Boy’s High to clinch its fifth G.I.A.A. Championship.



Cheney, Williams Named Track Team Co-Captains - “Leary 
Cheney and Sid Williams were elected captain and co-captain, 
respectively, of the Fight-in' Smithy Track Team for the coming 
season,

ABOVE - COACH PERRIN WALKER (center) shown with Leary 
Cheney (left) dash and relay man, and Sid Williams (right) 110 yard 
dash man, school president, cadet colonel and football captain. “TECH HIGH TRACK 

TEAM BEGINS 
PRACTICE” 

1945 Tech High Track 
Practice Begins.



“SMITHIES FACE BOY’S HIGH IN 
TRACK TOSS-UP” 

  
In this article Sid Williams is mentioned as one 

of the Smithie “aces” in dashes and javelin.

“VAST IMPROVEMENT SHOWN 
BY TECH HIGH TRACK TEAM” 

Sid Williams is one of Walker's fair-haired lads. 
In winning against Marist last Tuesday, he did 

the 100 in 10.1, fastest time recorded this 
season in the G. I. A. A. Williams, All-G. I. A. A. 
end last fall, is good enough to score in the 

220 and javelin in the state meet.

“TECH HIGH. 
RUSSELL 

CINDERMEN MEET” 
“Sid Williams, who won four first 
places and placed in six events 

against Marist, and Leary Cheney 
and Bob Greer are the pace-

setters for the Smithie cindermen.”



“TO PARTICIPATE IN 
BAYLOR MEET 
TOMORROW” 

“TRACK TEAM ON TRIP - Pictured 
above are the members of the Tech High 

track team which is off to the Baylor 
Relays in Chattanooga, Tennessee.”

“TECH HI WINNER 
IN TRACK MEET” 

“Sid Williams scored 22¼ points 
to lead Tech High's track team to 

an 86-to-18 victory over 
Marist…”

“Williams won the 100, 220, 
discuss and javelin, placed third 

in the shot put, and was a 
member of the winning Smithie 

880-relay team.”



“SMITHIES DRUB CADET 
THINLIES” 

“Sid Williams won the 100 and 220-yard dash events 
and also the discus and javelin throws. He ran on the 

winning 880-yard relay team and was third in the 
shot put for 22¼ points to lead the scorers.”

“GIAA NINES TO START 
PLAY NEXT FRIDAY” 
“…SID WILLIAMS, of Tech High, 

chased GMA's BEN SUT.
TON home in all the dash events in 

that dual track meet the other day but it 
was very close.”



“BEAT BOYS HIGH” 
After six years of defeats this article attempts to 

urge the Tech High track team on to victory. 

“The Smithies are well fortified in the 100, 220, 
440, and relays. Co-captains Leary Cheney and 
Sid Williams give the Smithies top 100 yard 
dashers. Williams has the best time to date with 
Cheney not far behind.” 

“Ted Campbell, along with Williams and Greer 
are a trio of good 220 runners.”
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